
INTRODUCTION 

I am so excited to once again journey with you through the next 40 days of Engage the Word. We will be look-
ing at 40 different Scriptures from The Word. If you notice, the Scripture passages are longer this year; so I 
have included a “focus scripture” from which the devotional will come. You choose the Scripture length that 
best fits your schedule.

My prayer for you as we journey is that God will speak to you through His Word. I pray that you will have a 
“Holy Encounter” each day with our Heavenly Father; and that you will allow God to transform you more and 
more into His Image.

God Bless You,
Pastor Linda 

Linda Swinderman Cronebaugh has been in ministry in the Church of the Nazarene 
since she was 12, when she became a church organist.  She has served in many capacities 
on Pittsburg, North Central Ohio, Southeast Oklahoma, Dallas, West Virginia North, and 
Northwest Illinois districts.  For many years she felt God calling her to fulfill the ministry 
of her first husband, Rev. Tom Swinderman, who suffered with MS for 25 years. Then 
God called Linda to her own ministry, and she was ordained in 2009.  She was widowed a 
second time at the loss of Mr. Dave Cronebaugh in 2014.  Linda has one son in ministry, 
Rev. Cory Swinderman, two step children, and two grandchildren.  Send Linda any feed-
back you may have (linda.kcrone@gmail.com) as you take the 40 day journey through 

Engage the Word 2015.



Daily Devotion
Day 1

 
Genesis 1:1-2:25

Focus Scripture
Genesis 1:1-31

Daily Thought
There is a litt le word in our scripture today that means a lot.  The word is…good.  
When God looked at everything he had made, He said it was “good”.  There was no 
flaw in His creation at all.  It was good…  

Have you ever given yourself time to try to picture the original world God created?  I 
wonder what a “good” tree really looks like.  I wonder what it would be like to never 
have rain, but all vegetation to be watered by underground springs. I wonder what 
God’s “good” flower garden looked like.  How much fruit was hanging on the trees in 
the Garden of Eden?  Or something that I believe the more adventurous would won-
der what it would be like to live alongside dinosaurs.  

Life Application
Father, as I look at the world today I seem to see so much evil.  Help me to seek 
and praise the “good” in my world today.

Beginning-Creation



Daily Devotion
Day 2

 
Genesis 3:1-24

Focus Scripture
Genesis 3:8-19

Daily Thought
If you think about it, Adam and Eve had it made. Everything they needed was right 
there for them; but there was a command that required obedience…You must not eat 
fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden…

Think of the command that God gave the Israelites… “‘Look, today I am giving you 
the choice between a blessing and a curse! You will be blessed if you obey the com-
mands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today. But you will be cursed if 
you reject the commands of the LORD your God and turn away from him and worship 
gods you have not known before’” (Deuteronomy 11:26-28, NLT).

Jesus said to His disciples, “‘You are my friends if you do what I command’” (John 
15:14, NLT).

Life Application
How important is obedience to God? How important is obedience to you? What is 
God revealing to you today about your obedience to Him?

The Fall



Daily Devotion
Day 3

 
Genesis 6:5-7:24

Focus Scripture
Genesis 6:8-9; 22; 7:5; 7:23c

Daily Thought
Noah, how did you do the task set before you? There had never been rain before, 
yet you were to build an ark on dry ground, not even near water. Had anyone ever 
seen an ark before or know what it was used for? When people asked you what you 
were doing, how did you answer them? Did you tell them what God had told you (v. 
13), “‘I have decided to destroy all l iving creatures, for they have fil led the earth with 
violence. Yes, I will wipe them all out along with the earth!’” Did they laugh at you…
call you crazy?

It is said of Noah, “he was one person whom the Lord could not let go of because 
this man pleased Him” (Genesis 6:8, The Voice).

Life Application
When God looks at you today, does He say, “You please me”? Father, make me 
more like Jesus!!

Noah



Daily Devotion
Day 4

 
Genesis 12:1-20

Focus Scripture
Genesis 12:1-4

Daily Thought
The call – “‘Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go 
to the land I will show you’” (v. 1). This call from God has always intrigued me. I 
understand the “leave everything”…I understand the “go”…but I do not understand 
the place…“the land I will show you.” Can you look at a map and find this place? Is 
there any certain place that has the name “the land I will show you”? 

No, this was an unknown place for Abram; yet he obeyed and “departed as the Lord 
had instructed” (v. 4). What faith!!
 

Life Application
What is God calling you to do? Step out into a new ministry…answer a call to a new 
vocational…visit someone in need…share the Gospel of Jesus…? Will you obey and 
do as the Lord has told you? 

Abraham - Call 



Daily Devotion
Day 5

 
Genesis 15:1-21

Focus Scripture
Genesis 15:17-18

Daily Thought
Abraham is getting older, yet no child has been born to him and Sarah. He begins 
to wonder and question; but God takes Abraham outside and has him look at the 
stars…“‘Your descendants will be as many as the stars” (v. 5). 

Then God takes things one step further by asking Abraham to bring him several 
animals. Abraham prepares animals for sacrifice before God. He cuts them in two 
and arranged the halves opposite each other. “When the sun had set and darkness 
had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the 
pieces” (v. 17). The covenant between God and Abraham was set. “‘To your descen-
dents,’ Abraham, ‘I will give this land…’” (v. 18).

Life Application
Father, as I look at the world today I seem to see so much evil.  Help me to seek 
Our covenant today…“If we confess our sins, he (Jesus) is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Jesus – 
the ultimate Sacrifice!

Abraham - Covenant



Daily Devotion
Day 6

 
Genesis 21:1-22:19

Focus Scripture
Genesis 22:1-19

Daily Thought
What faith Abraham has! His faith has been growing from the day God asked him to 
“leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I 
will show you” (Genesis 12:1) to the covenant God made with Abraham saying, “To 
your descendants I will give this land…” (Genesis 12:7). 

Abraham’s trust in God continues as we read his responses in this story; first to his 
servants…“Stay here while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we 
will come back to you” (v. 5). Next is Abraham’s response to Isaac when he asked 
where the lamb for the burnt offering was…“God himself will provide the lamb for the 
burnt offering, my son” (v. 8).

Life Application
What has God done for you that can help build your faith in Him for the future?

Abraham - Testing



Daily Devotion
Day 7

 
Genesis 39:1-41:57

Focus Scripture
Genesis 39:1-23

Daily Thought
In chapter 39 of Joseph’s story, there are certain words that stand out. In verse 2, 
“The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered.” Verse 21, “The Lord was with him; 
he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.” 
Whether in Potiphar’s house or in a prison, Joseph was made responsible for all that 
was done there.

Joseph could have viewed each of the situations in his life in a negative way. He 
could have complained and been angry with God. He could have been very lazy 
and accomplished very litt le. What work he did could have been poorly finished. But 
Joseph chose to give his best in the circumstances.

Life Application
Where are you today? How are you allowing your circumstances to affect your life? 
Remember, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31b)

Joseph



Daily Devotion
Day 8

 
Exodus 1:1-2:25

Focus Scripture
Exodus 1:8-22

Daily Thought
In this story we see that the harder life became for the Israelites, the more they 
multiplied and spread. God cares for His people. God even blessed the Hebrew mid-
wives for their actions toward Hebrew boys by giving the midwives families of their 
own. 

A young Hebrew baby by the name of Moses is born. His story is one of God’s pro-
tection over him… being adopted by the Pharaoh’s daughter, being nursed by his 
own Hebrew mother, escaping from Pharaoh’s death sentence, being taken in by a 
wonderful family in Midian. God was preparing His leader…“God heard the Israelites 
groaning and crying and remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” 
(v. 24). Moses, it is almost time!

Life Application
God, what are you getting me prepared to do for you? 

Moses



Daily Devotion
Day 9

 
Exodus 12:1-42

Focus Scripture
Exodus 12:21-36

Daily Thought
In the midst of this amazing story of the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, we 
find these words…“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 
descendents. When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as he promised, 
observe this ceremony. And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony 
mean to you?’ then tell them…” (vs. 25-27a).

One of the best ways to teach children is through the “God stories” in our lives. God 
knew and that is why He instigated these ceremonies – so the Israelites could tell 
the generations to come what God had done for them. 

Life Application
Mom, Dad, grandparent, aunt, uncle, friend…what “God stories” need to be passed 
on to your next generation? Let’s get started!

Exodus



Daily Devotion
Day 10

 
Exodus 13:17-14:31

Focus Scripture
Exodus 14:4, 14:13-18, 14:21-28

Daily Thought
The power of God is revealed in this God story. The Israelites were hemmed in by 
the Egyptians behind them and the Red Sea in front of them. Without God, there 
was no hope; but then Moses answered the people, “‘Do not be afraid. Stand firm 
and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you 
see today you will never see again. The Lord will f ight for you; you need only to be 
stil l ’” (vs. 13-14).

Awesome truth…not one of the Egyptians survived; but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground!
  

Life Application
Is there something in your life that feels like a Red Sea experience? Our Almighty 
God is stil l the same God. He will f ight for you!

Crossing the Red Sea



Daily Devotion
Day 11

 
Exodus 19:1-20:21

Focus Scripture
Exodus 20:1-21

Daily Thought
The Word of God given to the Israelites is stil l the Word of God for us today. The 
first four commandments speak of our relationship with God… only One God, not to 
have any idols, not to misuse God’s name, and honoring the Sabbath Day unto the 
Lord our God.

The next six commandments speak of our relationships with those around us…our 
fathers and mothers, families, friends, neighbors, and even our enemies.  

Life Application
Father God, how am I doing in following these commandments? Open my eyes to the 
truth in my life. Amen

10 Commandments



Daily Devotion
Day 12

 
Joshua 1:1-18

Focus Scripture
Joshua 1:5-9

Daily Thought
God said to Joshua, “‘Moses my servant is dead…But as I was with Moses so I will 
be with you’” (v. 2, 5b).  What amazing words to Joshua! He knew all of the ways 
that God was with Moses and had helped Moses; now that same help is being prom-
ised to him. 

 Three times God tells Joshua, “Be strong and courageous” (v. 6). God also prom-
ises Joshua that He will never leave him. God will be with Joshua wherever he goes. 
Such comforting words! Joshua would never alone!  

Life Application
My friend those words are for you today. Just as they were for Joshua, they are for 
you. God will never leave you nor forsake you, and God will go with you wherever 
you go. BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS!

Joshua



Daily Devotion
Day 13

 
Joshua 3:1-4:24

Focus Scripture
Joshua 4:1-9; 4:19-24

Daily Thought
There is a litt le word in our scripture today that means a lot.  The word is…good.  
Twelve stones…one large stone carried on the shoulder of each man chosen from 
each of the twelve tribes…stones taken from the spot where the priests stood with 
the ark during the crossing of the Jordan on dry ground. These became “Praise 
Stones” for the Israelites, reminding them of God’s providence. God made a way for 
them to cross through the Jordan River on dry ground even at flood stage. Joshua 
took the stones and built a memorial to remind them to share this God story with the 
next generation.

Life Application
How has God provided for you? Build a “Praise Stone Memorial” for your family, pos-
sibly in your garden. Tell the God story that each stone represents to your children 
and grandchildren.

Joshua and Jordan



Daily Devotion
Day 14

 
Joshua 5:13-6:27

Focus Scripture
Joshua 6:2-21

Daily Thought
We read in Isaiah 55:9, “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” The Fall of Jericho was 
not a normal battle in any way. Instead of swords, we find marching, trumpets, and 
shouting…and the importance of the number seven. 

God again provided for His people. He continues to keep His promises with Joshua 
and the Israelites as they follow His “unusual” commands

Life Application
What “unusual” command is God giving you today? Will you follow as Joshua and 
the Israelites did; or will you walk away from God’s command? Remember the Fall of 
Jericho!

Fall of Jericho



Daily Devotion
Day 15

 
1 Samuel 16:1-18:16

Focus Scripture
1 Samuel 16:1-13

Daily Thought
Samuel arrives in Bethlehem to anoint the person who will become the new king 
after Saul. Before he makes the trip, God promises to show him what to do. In God’s 
faithfulness, as Samuel looks at each of Jesse’s sons, God tells Samuel, The Lord 
has not chosen this one…or this one…or this one…or this one… And it was so for all 
of Jesse’s 7 sons presented to Samuel.

Samuel then asks, “‘Are these all the sons you have?’” (v. 11). Jesse replies, “There 
is stil l the youngest. But he is out taking care of the sheep’” (v. 11). When David is 
then brought before Samuel, God says, “‘Rise and anoint him. He is the one’” (v. 
12).

Life Application
“Man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (v. 7). David 
was known as a man after God’s own heart. Are you pursuing the same goal as 
well?

David



Daily Devotion
Day 16

 
2 Samuel 5:1-7:29

Focus Scripture
2 Samuel 7:1-29

Daily Thought
God was with David. David was making his decisions after inquiring of the Lord. He 
has become a conquering king. He has even brought the Ark of the Covenant into 
the city of Jerusalem…the city of David. But he is troubled. He is living in a beauti-
ful palace; but the ark is housed in a tent. To David this does not seem right. He 
inquires of the prophet, Nathan. Nathan gives him the okay to do whatever he has in 
mind; but during the night, God changes Nathan’s plan. 

David will not be the one to build the temple to house the ark; but a member of 
David’s family will be given that responsibility. Instead of David being troubled by 
the news, he prays a prayer to the Sovereign Lord…the one possessing ultimate 
power. To David, God knows best. 
  

Life Application
Are you accepting God’s plan as the best plan in your life?

Covenant with David



Daily Devotion
Day 17

 
Psalm 103:1-22

Focus Scripture
Psalm 103:1-22

Daily Thought

A Psalm of David…  Can you picture David out in the fields watching the sheep but 
thinking about our amazing God? As he thinks, he begins to praise the Lord for all 
the benefits and good things He gives to him. David thinks back to the provisions 
God gave to Moses and the Israelites…to the compassionate and gracious God that 
He is…the fact that He does not treat us as we deserve but forgives and forgets our 
sins…and whose love is limitless for those who stand in awe of Him and remember 
to obey His precepts. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul!
  

Life Application
What blessings has God given to you? Praise Him! “Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord. Praise the Lord” (Psalm 150:6).

Psalms



Daily Devotion
Day 18

 
Isaiah 51:1-53:12

Focus Scripture
Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Daily Thought
As we read through these verses, we are reminded of all that Jesus went through for 
our salvation. He is being raised and lifted up and highly exalted; but it is not done 
in an honorable way. Kings shut their mouths because of Him. He was despised 
and rejected by men. He was oppressed and affl icted. He was cut off from the land 
of the living. He was assigned a grave with the wicked. He became a guilt offering. 
But because of Jesus’ obedience to the cross, the will of the Lord will prosper in His 
hand. “For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (v. 
53:12).

Life Application
O how Jesus loves you and me! He gave His life for you and me. Thank you, Jesus!

Suffering Servant



Daily Devotion
Day 19

 
Jeremiah 1:1-3:5

Focus Scripture
Jeremiah 1:8-9 &19; 2:5-9, 13, 19

Daily Thought
The message that Jeremiah was given to share with the people of Jerusalem was 
not uplifting and joyful. It was a message that spoke guilt to the listener and would 
cause dislike toward the messenger. God tells them to consider how evil and bitter it 
will be for them because they forsake the Lord. But God had promised Jeremiah, “Do 
not be afraid of them (the listeners)…They will f ight against you, but they will fail. 
For I am with you, and I will take care of you” (v. 17, 19). 

As He had promised in verse 8, He promised again here. God would NOT leave 
Jeremiah; he would fight with and for him.

Life Application
What message is God calling you to share? Let God guide you as God did Jeremiah 
in 1:9. God will never leave you nor forsake you.

Jeremiah’s Call



Daily Devotion
Day 20

 
Daniel 6:1-28

Focus Scripture
Daniel 6:16, 20-22, 26-27

Daily Thought
If we read just the focus Scriptures from this familiar story, Daniel in the Lion’s Den, 
we find the words that are spoken about our Almighty God. Daniel told the king, “My 
God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me” (v. 
22). In fact, verse 23 tells us that not even a scratch was found on Daniel!

Our God is the living God and he endures forever. He rescues, He saves, He per-
forms mighty signs and wonders, and He rescued Daniel from the mouths of the 
lions. Praise the Lord!

Life Application
Look around today, and I am sure you can see our Almighty God’s hand at work. 
What a mighty, powerful God we serve! 

Daniel in the Lion’s Den



Daily Devotion
Day 21

 
Jonah 1:1-4:11

Focus Scripture
Jonah 2:1-10

Daily Thought
Jonah choosing to run from the assignment that God had given him, ended up in 
the belly of a great fish. While spending three days and nights wrapped in seaweed, 
fish bones, and a smelly mess, Jonah realized something very important. Those who 
cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs. For Jonah, he feared 
for his life if he preached the sermon that God was asking him to preach in Nineveh. 
Therefore, Jonah forfeited the grace that could have been his and ran the other way. 
Jonah did not have to end up in the belly of a great fish! 

Life Application
What worthless idol are you holding onto? What if you let go of this idol and followed 
God completely? What “grace” could be yours?

Jonah



Daily Devotion
Day 22

 
John 1:1-18

Focus Scripture
John 1:1-18

Daily Thought
In this passage John gives us a glimpse of the mission and heart of God. He speaks 
of John the Baptist, who was the “witness sent from God to testify concerning that 
l ight who was to come that would shine in the darkness” (v. 7). We also read words 
specifically about Jesus…He is called the Word; He is the light that shines in the 
darkness; He became flesh and dwelt among us; He was not recognized by the world 
even though He created the world; He gave us the right to be called children of God; 
He is full of grace and truth; from His grace we have all received one blessing after 
another. And we see that God is best known through the life of Jesus. If you want to 
know God look at Jesus, His son.  

Life Application
When you think of Jesus becoming flesh and dwelling among us, what does that tell 
you about God and his love for us? Think of the stories of Jesus found in the gos-
pels.

Beginning - The Word



Daily Devotion
Day 23

 
Luke 1:1-80

Focus Scripture
Luke 1:26-47

Daily Thought
In these verses we find a picture of Mary, the mother of Jesus. We read these words 
from Mary: “‘I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said’” (v. 38). Or 
the words from Elizabeth about Mary:  “‘Blessed is she who has believed that what 
the Lord has said to her will be accomplished’” (v. 45). Mary believed strongly in her 
Heavenly Father. She was a committed servant. She was will ing to follow God’s plan 
no matter what. 

Mary was not a seasoned Christian. She was young, some believe about thirteen 
years old. The message she received from the angel Gabriel had a profound impact 
upon her life.  It would change Mary’s life forever! But Mary was will ing to follow 
God’s plan no matter what!

Life Application
Father God, what are you calling me to do for Your kingdom? Help me to answer as 
Mary did, “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.” YES, LORD, 
YES!

Mary



Daily Devotion
Day 24

 
Luke 2:1-40

Focus Scripture
Luke 2:25-35

Daily Thought
Simeon was not a priest. He had no significant role in the temple; but he did follow 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. He was a just and pious man in touch with the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit had told Simeon that he would not die until he had seen God’s 
Anointed One. As he followed the leading of the Holy Spirit on this particular day, 
Simeon was able to lay his eyes on the Savior of the World and hold Jesus in his 
arms, revealing to all that Jesus is the light to reveal God’s message to the other 
nations. What a wonderful day for Simeon!

Life Application
What if Simeon had not been anticipating the coming of God’s Anointed One? What 
if he had not been in touch with the Holy Spirit? Question:  Are you missing God’s 
best for you by not being in touch with Him?

The Birth of Jesus



Daily Devotion
Day 25

 
Luke 3:1-20

Focus Scripture
Luke 3:7-14

Daily Thought
John the Baptist’s sermons were not ones that would be met with excitement. He 
was a preacher that was will ing to tell the truth, no matter the consequences. 

Look at verse 9:  “The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does 
not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” The trees are you 
and me; and the fruit are the “fruit of the Spirit” from Galatians 5:22-23:  Love, Joy, 
Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control.

Life Application
What kind of fruit are you producing? Does it match the list found in Galatians? Pray 
that God will help you be a fruitful tree, sharing His gifts with everyone you meet. 

John the Baptist



Daily Devotion
Day 26

 
Matthew 3:13-4:17

Focus Scripture
Matthew 4:1-11

Daily Thought
Jesus teaches us through his own temptation experience how to be victorious when 
we are tempted. 

1) Remember that Satan will tempt you at your weakest point.  (Jesus was 
 hungry.)
2) Jesus responded to each temptation with the Word of God. (Bible memoriza 
 tion is very important.)
3) Nowhere in these verses does Jesus wonder, “What should I do?”  HE WAS  
 PREPARED!
4) Satan fled and Jesus realized He was not alone! (Neither are you.)

Life Application
What is your greatest temptation? Are you being victorious? How well can you quote 
God’s Word?

Temptation



Daily Devotion
Day 27

 
Matthew 5:1-6:4

Focus Scripture
Matthew 5:17-6:4

Daily Thought
Picture yourself sitting on the side of a mountain with Jesus and His disciples. As 
Jesus teaches, you hear Him take each topic further in His description:  Do not mur-
der…don’t even call someone a fool. Do not commit adultery…don’t even look at a 
woman lustfully. Do not break your oath…simply let your yes be yes and your no be 
no. Do not resist an evil person…give more than is asked for or required. Love your 
neighbors and hate your enemies…Love your enemies and pray for those who perse-
cute you. Do acts of righteousness…but do them in secret. 

Life Application
Which of these, Lord, do I need to work on in my Christian walk? Teach me, Lord, to 
do as You would do!

Sermon on the Mount

Daily Devotion
Day 27

 
Matthew 5:1-6:4

Focus Scripture
Matthew 5:17-6:4

Daily Thought
Picture yourself sitting on the side of a mountain with Jesus and His disciples. As 
Jesus teaches, you hear Him take each topic further in His description:  Do not mur-
der…don’t even call someone a fool. Do not commit adultery…don’t even look at a 
woman lustfully. Do not break your oath…simply let your yes be yes and your no be 
no. Do not resist an evil person…give more than is asked for or required. Love your 
neighbors and hate your enemies…Love your enemies and pray for those who perse-
cute you. Do acts of righteousness…but do them in secret. 

Life Application
Which of these, Lord, do I need to work on in my Christian walk? Teach me, Lord, to 
do as You would do!

Sermon on the Mount



Daily Devotion
Day 28

 
Matthew 6:5-7:29

Focus Scripture
Matthew 7:24-29

Daily Thought
Jesus is stil l on the mountainside with His disciples. In chapters 6 and 7 of Matthew, 
Jesus is teaching the truths for l iving life as a child in the Kingdom. The truths men-
tioned here are include these: how to pray, fast, and lay up treasures in Heaven; 
not to worry nor judge others; ask, seek, and knock for the good gifts the Father in 
heaven has for us; be careful to enter through the narrow gate which leads to life; 
and we will be recognized by our fruit. Finally, Jesus reminds them of the impor-
tance of l istening to these words and putting them into practice…don’t be like the 
foolish man who built his house on the sand; be like the wise man who built his 
house on the rock.

Life Application
Father, show me today what I am building my spiritual house upon…sand (a foun-
dation that will one day collapse) or rock (the solid foundation that will lead me to 
Heaven). Help me to seek You and follow You all the days of my life! Amen.

Kingdom Life

Daily Devotion
Day 28

 
Matthew 6:5-7:29

Focus Scripture
Matthew 7:24-29

Daily Thought
Jesus is stil l on the mountainside with His disciples. In chapters 6 and 7 of Matthew, 
Jesus is teaching the truths for l iving life as a child in the Kingdom. The truths men-
tioned here are include these: how to pray, fast, and lay up treasures in Heaven; 
not to worry nor judge others; ask, seek, and knock for the good gifts the Father in 
heaven has for us; be careful to enter through the narrow gate which leads to life; 
and we will be recognized by our fruit. Finally, Jesus reminds them of the impor-
tance of l istening to these words and putting them into practice…don’t be like the 
foolish man who built his house on the sand; be like the wise man who built his 
house on the rock.

Life Application
Father, show me today what I am building my spiritual house upon…sand (a foun-
dation that will one day collapse) or rock (the solid foundation that will lead me to 
Heaven). Help me to seek You and follow You all the days of my life! Amen.

Kingdom Life



Daily Devotion
Day 29

 
John 9:1-41

Focus Scripture
John 9:1-41

Daily Thought
What an amazing story! A young man who has never seen before in his life is able 
to see perfectly. In verse 3, Jesus replies to his disciples, “…this (his blindness) 
happened so that the work of God might be displayed in him.” The Pharisees and 
others asked questions, “How did this happen?”  Many ideas were tossed around, 
but finally the young man who had been healed gave the best answer: “Whether he 
(Jesus) is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I 
see! ...If this man were not from God, he could do nothing” (vs. 25, 33). For this rev-
elation the young man was thrown out of the temple.

Life Application
We each face many experiences (good and bad) in our lives; but God desires to dis-
play the work of God in our lives through each one. No matter what you are experi-
encing today, let God be “revealed” through the experience!

Signs (Blind Man)



Daily Devotion
Day 30

 
Luke 15:1-32

Focus Scripture
Luke 15:3-24

Daily Thought
The shepherd, the woman and the father all had some things in common:
1) They all had lost something very precious.
2) They all dil igently searched for their lost possession.
3) They all found their precious item.
4) They all threw an amazing party to celebrate.

The “all” also fits each of us. “For all have sinned
 and fallen short of the glory of God…” (Romans 3:23).   We all were at one time 
“lost,” searched for, found and a party thrown in heaven over each sinner who 
repents.

Life Application
I know God has searched for you; but have you been found and forgiven of your 
sins? Do you know Jesus as your personal Savior right now? You can! The party is 
ready to start in heaven!

Parables (Lost)



Daily Devotion
Day 31

 
Luke 9:1-36

Focus Scripture
Luke 9:10-17

Daily Thought
In this miraculous story, Jesus only speaks two sentences to His disciples: “You 
give them something to eat” (v. 13) and “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty 
each” (v. 14). In the disciples hands they held five loaves of bread and two fish. This 
story is not going to make sense; but that is what makes it a miracle! Jesus took 
what they had, looked up toward heaven, gave thanks for it and broke it. Everyone 
ate and was fil led. Then twelve baskets of leftover broken pieces were collected. In 
the end, there was more food than at the beginning! 

Life Application
We have all experienced a “Jesus story” sometime in our lives. Think of the “Jesus 
story” miracles in your life. Spend some time thanking Jesus for His faithfulness to 
you. 

Miracles (5,000)



Daily Devotion
Day 32

 
John 11:1-57

Focus Scripture
John 11:1-44

Daily Thought
Lazarus has died. He has been wrapped in burial clothes and placed in a cave tomb 
with a stone laid across the entrance. Mary and Martha each come to greet Jesus 
but at different times. Each one comes before Jesus and speaks to Him.

Martha greets him first: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died” (v. 21).

Mary greets him later: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” 
(v. 32).

Martha and Mary both said the same words; but Martha’s greeting continued, “But 
I know even now God will give you whatever you ask” (v. 22). Somehow Martha 
believed there was more to come. Ultimately, it was the resurrection of Lazarus!

Life Application
What faith and trust Martha had! What is it you are praying diligently for God to do? 
Remember, He can do “immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 
3:20).

Lazarus



Daily Devotion
Day 33

 
John 19:1-42

Focus Scripture
John 19:1-42

Daily Thought
As we read the story of the crucifixion of Jesus, we are met with different emotions. 
Anger – how could they do these things to Jesus? Pain – as you feel the crown of 
thorns placed on his head and the nails in his hands and feet? Guilt – it was my sin 
that put him there.

But then we move to these: Hope – because of what Jesus did I am not in despair. 
Forgiveness – He bore my sins on the cross; and because I have repented and ask 
for his forgiveness, my sins are forgiven and forgotten. Love – while I was stil l a sin-
ner, Christ died for me. Future – one day I will spend eternity with Jesus in Heaven.
 

Life Application
When was the last time you shared your story of how you came to Jesus? What is 
he doing in your life now? Father, give me boldness to share my story with someone 
today. Amen.

Crucifixion



Daily Devotion
Day 34

 
John 20:1-21:25

Focus Scripture
John 20:1-21:14

Daily Thought
Within these verses of Scripture we find many examples to prove the resurrection 
of Jesus. Being a person that is by myself a lot of the time, I am drawn to the story 
of Mary Magdalene. Peter and John have returned to their homes, and Mary is left 
alone in the garden weeping. Her heart is broken. They have taken her Lord away 
and she does not know where they have put him. Then a man approaches her. She 
does not know who he is until…HE SPEAKS HER NAME…MARY! What emotion she 
must have felt as she looks into His eyes and cries, “RABBONI” (teacher)! He is 
alive, and HE CALLED HER BY NAME!

Life Application
Jesus knows your name. He sees you right now. He loves you with an unconditional 
love. Lean back in His presence and realize He will never leave you nor forsake you! 
God bless you!

Resurrection



Daily Devotion
Day 35

 
Acts 1:1-11

Focus Scripture
Acts 1:1-11

Daily Thought
On the hill called the Mount of Olives, Jesus and His disciples were standing. Jesus 
began to rise and soon was hidden by a cloud from their sight. The disciples were 
looking intently into the sky when two men dressed in white stood before them and 
said,
“Men of Galilee, Why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who 
has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven” (v. 11).

Life Application
When will Jesus return? No one knows, not even Jesus. How will Jesus return? In 
the same way he returned to Heaven, through a cloud in the sky. The question we 
need to answer today is whether or not we prepared for his return. Are you ready?

Ascension



Daily Devotion
Day 36

 
Acts 2:1-47

Focus Scripture
Acts 2:1-47

Daily Thought
The Day of Pentecost, ten days after Jesus’ ascension back to heaven and fifty days 
after Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, is the story of the beginning of the church. 
The Holy Spirit descended on each of them in the Upper Room; Jews from every 
nation heard Galilean men speaking in their nation’s language. Peter stood “boldly” 
before a large crowd of people and preached the truth about Jesus, and about three 
thousand accepted Peter’s message and were baptized into the church. This new 
church immediately became a fellowship of believers loving and caring for each 
other. “And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved” (v. 
47).

Life Application
Father, revive our churches to be the church You desire for us to be. May the Holy 
Spirit be our guide, and may ALL we do bring honor and glory and praise to Jesus, 
our Lord, Savior, and King. Amen.

Pentecost



Daily Devotion
Day 37

 
Acts 9:1-31

Focus Scripture
Acts 9:1-31

Daily Thought
As we read the story of Paul (originally called Saul), we find a story of a man who 
went from being angry and ready to imprison and kill Christians to a humble man 
who was blind and had to be led by two people, one on either side. When Ananias 
obeyed God’s directions and went to see Paul, Paul received his sight again. Paul 
also became a man who followed Jesus no matter the cost. Before we ended our 
reading for today, Paul’s life was in danger again from the Jews! 

What made the difference? PAUL MET JESUS!

Life Application
What has changed in your life since you met Jesus? Think about the difference 
Jesus has made in you, and thank him! Someone needs to hear your story!

Paul



Daily Devotion
Day 38

 
Acts 10:1-11:18

Focus Scripture
Acts 11:1-18

Daily Thought
Our story today finds Peter experiencing an important lesson. He had learned to 
believe that Jesus’ followers were only the Jews, the circumcised, and those who ate 
only the pure and clean foods. But through this very important story, Peter realized 
how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation 
who fear him and do what is right. And just in case Peter might stil l doubt, the Holy 
Spirit came upon the Gentiles that day. Peter defended the Gentiles by saying,”’ 
So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us…who was I to think that I could 
oppose God?’” (v. 11:17).

Life Application
Father, bring unity to Your church. Help us to be people of discernment but also 
people of love. Give us wisdom and guidance in this day of many voices. May we be 
people who fear You and do what it right. Amen.

Good News



Daily Devotion
Day 39

 
Revelation 1:1-20

Focus Scripture
Revelation 1:8-18

Daily Thought
John, the writer of Revelation, was on the island of Patmos on the Lord’s Day. Being 
in the Spirit, John heard a loud voice like a trumpet. Turning around he saw some-
one who he describes in verses 12 – 16. His immediate response is to worship, for 
he fell at the feet of the being whose voice was speaking to him; but the man said 
to John, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty. Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I 
was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 
Hades’” (vs. 17-18).  I am Jesus, and I have always been and always will be!

Life Application
John tells us, “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead” (v. 17).  What 
amazing worship…what adoration… WORSHIP the Alpha and Omega; the First and 
Last; the Living One; One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen.

Alpha & Omega



Daily Devotion
Day 40

Revelation 21:1-22:21

Focus Scripture
Revelation 21:1-22:6

Daily Thought
The consummation…the completion…  What a day that will be! “Those who are vic-
torious will inherit all this (The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, where God will dwell 
with us. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain and God shall 
wipe away all of our tears), and I will be their God and they will be my children” (v. 
21:7).  Can you believe it? No longer will there be any curse! No Satan…no sin…
nothing impure will enter there.  We will see our Jesus, our Savior, face to face.  

It will be a great day of homecoming.  Are you ready to embrace this new reality?  
Are you helping others do the same? 

Life Application
Jesus says, “Behold I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to 
everyone according to what he has done” (v. 22:12). Is your name written in the 
Lamb’s book of l ife? God richly bless you!

Consummation


